PRESS RELEASE

GET THE VISITOR PASSPORT AND GO WEST
Encouraging visitors to the west of Northern Ireland has received a boost with the launch of a new pilot discount attraction scheme.  The scheme called the Visitor Passport 2009 will provide discounts into 27 visitor attractions in Derry, Fermanagh, Tyrone and the Sperrins.

Developed by the Western Regional Tourism Partnership (WRTP)*, the Visitor Passport will offer fantastic discounts including 25% and 2 for 1 offers in attractions ranging from Marble Arch Caves, Tower Museum, Ulster American Folk Park and Tyrone Crystal.**

The Visitor Passport flyer is available at Tourist Information Centres (TICs) and participating attractions across the western region of Northern Ireland.
Using the Visitor Passport couldn’t be easier. Pick up a passport for Derry, Fermanagh, or Tyrone & Sperrins at a participating TIC or attraction.  Select an attraction, pay full price, which will then entitle you to the discounts on offer at the other visitor attractions listed in the passport. Visiting an attraction earns a stamp, and if you collect three stamps you can enter a competition to win a weekend break in one of the regions taking part in the scheme.

Commenting on the Visitor Passport Scheme Chairman of the WRTP, Nigel Hill, said:

“We are delighted to present the Visitor Passport Scheme, which is a first for the Western Regional Tourism Partnership.  Many of our top attractions are participating and it is hoped that it will encourage visitors, from across Northern Ireland and within the region, to experience our many wonderful visitor attractions and avail of the great value discounts on offer.  We also hope that visitors will consider extending their stay with us which will help to boost the local tourism economy.”

The Visitor Passport scheme is valid until 30th September 2009.  For further information visit www.visitwestnorthernireland.com or telephone Derry Tourist Information Centre on 028 7126 7284.

-Ends-
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Notes to the editor:

*The Western Regional Tourism Partnership comprises of seven local authorities areas of Derry, Omagh, Fermanagh, Cookstown, Dugannon & South Tyrone, Magherafelt and Strabane and four marketing agencies – Derry Visitor and Convention Bureau, Fermanagh Lakeland Tourism, Flavour of Tyrone and Sperrins Tourism. 


Funding for the Visitor Passport was secured from the International Fund for Ireland and administered through the Northern Ireland Tourist Board.
** Participating Attractions:

Derry
City Tours
DVCB Walking Tours
Free Derry Tours
Museum of Free Derry
Prehen House
Top Tours Ireland
Tours n Trails
Tower Museum


Fermanagh
Castle Coole
Florencecourt House

Crom Estate

Aughakillymaude Mummers

Organic Centre

Marble Arch Caves Global Geopark

Share Activity Centre
Belleek Pottery
Lady of the Lake Boat Trips

Enniskillen Castle
Walk and Talk Tours of Enniskillen
Corralea Activity Centre

Tyrone & The Sperrins

Barrontop Fun Farm
Annaginny Fishery &Park Farm
Tyrone Crystal
Springhill House
The Argory

Wellbrook Beetling Mill
Ulster American Folk Park 

